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Fr. Curtis Miller August 13-14, 2022 Homily for the 20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

 

 Jeremiah was cast down into the pit for telling the truth, for doing the right thing.  

But in the end, he was saved.  He personally experienced the salvation described in 

today’s Responsorial Psalm: “He drew me from the pit…out of the mud of the swamp.”  

We all have moments when we are cast down into the pit, like Jeremiah, for doing the 

right thing.  Other times, perhaps more often, we find ourselves hitting rock bottom 

through our own faults.  Yet even in these darkest moments, God does not abandon us.  

God waits for us to turn to Him, and then He will immediately save us from the pit. 

 

 The country singer, Johnny Cash, once experienced that in a profound way.  By 

the fall of 1967, Cash had already been recording hit songs and touring successfully for 

over a decade.  But all this success couldn’t help him overcome his personal demons.  He 

was stuck in a self-destructive spiral of drinking and drug abuse.  His marriage had fallen 

apart, and he had numerous run-ins with the law.  Feeling overwhelmed by guilt and 

despair, Cash drove an hour from his home in Tennessee to the Nickajack Cave.  He left 

his car, pushed through the overgrowth at the entrance of the cave, then walked into the 

cave until his flashlight died.  As the cavern narrowed, he began to crawl, deeper and 

deeper into the darkness.  He was looking for a place to die, so he could finally get some 

relief from his guilt.  He wallowed in despair, thinking of all the people he had hurt and 

let down.  He challenged God to kill him and send him “where people like me deserved 

to go.”  “I felt,” Cash said, “further from God than I had ever been before.  I thought I’d 

left Him behind, but He hadn’t left me.”  Suddenly, Cash felt a sensation of total peace 

and clarity, and he almost felt a voice telling him that he was not in charge of his destiny; 

God was.  And God also had the power to forgive his many sins.   

 

 Cash started to crawl out, but he was hopelessly lost in the dark.  He prayed, then 

felt a slight breath of a breeze on the back of his neck.  He turned back in that direction, 

and then he crawled and crawled until he saw a slight beam of light.  With the last of his 

strength, Johnny Cash crawled out of that cave and into a new life.  He knew that God 

had saved him.  From that day on, he turned his life around.  Cash put in the hard work to 

become and remain sober.  He used his music to encourage the poor and downtrodden, 

famously performing free concerts in prisons for the incarcerated.  Just a couple months 

after his conversion experience, the cave was flooded after the construction of a power 

dam.  If he had stayed there, his body would have probably never been found.   

 

 Today’s reading from the Letter to the Hebrews tells us to “rid ourselves of every 

burden of sin that clings to us.”  How?  By “keeping our eyes fixed on Jesus.”  When we 

are at our lowest, darkest point, weighed down by our sins, Jesus is the breath of wind, 

that glimmer of light, Who will lead us out of the caves we have wandered into.  How is 

Jesus present to us in our darkest moments?  Because He crawled down after us, 

descending to the point of His death on the cross.  There on the cross, Jesus was stripped 

of everything, His Body wracked with agony, abandoned by most of His friends, and 
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even feeling abandoned by His Heavenly Father for a moment.  Why did Jesus endure so 

much suffering and darkness?  So that He could find us in our suffering and darkness, 

and then save us from it.   

 

 When Jesus is leading us out of the dark caves of our lives, we have to follow His 

voice, we have to follow His commandments.  They are demanding and usually require 

us to change things about our lives.  Many of us don’t like to hear that message, and we 

would rather stay lost in the darkness than change our bad habits.  That’s why Jesus 

causes division, as He says in today’s Gospel.  It’s not because He wants to cause 

division, it just that so many of us refuse to listen to His voice as He leads us to salvation.  

Bu that’s why you and I need to be witnesses to the fact that we don’t have to fear Jesus.  

Yes, following Him can be challenging, but it’s only by following Him that we will be 

saved.  We have to be willing to share our own stories about how Jesus has saved us and 

changed our lives for the better.  This message must be something we’re passionate 

about.  We’re not just saying, “Jesus saves.”  Rather, we’re saying, “Jesus saved me!  Let 

me tell you about it, and how He can save you, too.” 

 

 When Pope Emeritus Benedict was first elected as pope, he said in a homily: “Are 

we not perhaps afraid [that] if we let Christ enter fully into our lives…that He might take 

something away from us?  …  No!  If we let Christ into our lives, we lose nothing, 

absolutely nothing of what makes life free, beautiful, and great… He takes nothing away, 

and He gives us everything…  Open wide the doors to Christ and you will find true life.” 

 

 That’s a message that you and I must experience by opening ourselves up 

completely to Jesus.  He will deliver us from our darkness.  Then, we’ll be able to share 

that message with passion and conviction with other people, so that they too will be saved 

by Christ.   


